Pagetoid dyskeratosis in dermatopathology.
Pagetoid dyskeratosis (PD) is an incidental pathologic finding that appears in several skin conditions. In an attempt to better understand PD and its incidence in dermatopathology, the authors have analyzed all skin biopsies performed over the period of 1 year in our Department of Dermatology and examined their clinical and dermatopathological variables. The criteria used for a keratinocyte to be considered a PD cell were: (1) a size larger than normal, (2) the presence of pycnotic nucleus, (3) a clear halo surrounding the nucleus, and (4) a pale eosinophilic cytoplasm. A total of 3565 biopsies were analyzed, PD cells being found in 80 cases (2.24%). Melanocytic nevi were the commonest skin lesions in which PD was observed, followed by soft fibromas, angiofibromas, and acrochordons. Most lesions were located on the head, neck, and trunk. Most cases displayed fewer than 15 PD cells per field. PD cells were normally located in the mid epidermis (frequently in clusters). The biopsies usually revealed indirect signs of rubbing, although PD cells were also found in places where rubbing was unlikely. Here, the authors report the largest series of PD analyzed to date, expanding our understanding of this striking pathological observation.